
 

A Growing Concern 

Bernie Heinze President 

Carol Wind Secretary 

Samnang  Robbins Treasurer 

Gretta Fuller Minute Secretary 

General Committee 

Gretta Fuller 

Jenny Knoop 

Kimberly Cassidy 

Phillip Heading 

Nursery Propagator 

Melissa Allen 

Nursery Assistant 

Keith McCallum 

Office Administration 

Judy Richardson 

Editor  Gwen Whitney  

Candlebark Hours 

Monday to Thursday 

 See notice 

Sunday   see notice 

Nursery Contacts 

Phone 9727 0594 

Fax 9727 0594 

Email: info@candlebark.org.au 

C a nd l e ba r k C om m uni t y N ur s e ry  

April 2021 

A Growing Concern 

Candlebark Community Nursery 

CONTENTS 

 

Nursery SALE & Dates 1 

Autumn Sale 2 

Fabulous Fabaceae 3 

Fabulous Fabaceae 4 

Plant Directory 4 

Do you have a green thumb 5 

Mooroolbark street art 6 

Candlebark members 7 

 

 

NURSERY NEW OPENING HOURS 

The new opening hours will commence on Sunday 14th 

February 2021 . 

Sundays will be 2 hours from 10am to 12noon. 

Monday 9am to 12 noon 

Tuesday 9am to 12 noon 

Closed Wednesday  

Thursday 9am to 12 noon  

 

SALE 
 

Special Sunday trading Hours 

2nd and 9th May ONLY 

10 am to 2pm 

  

After these dates Sunday time 

reverts back to 10 am to 12 noon 

Prostanthera melissifolia Ken Whitney 
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AUTUMN SALE 

 

SUNDAY 2nd MAY through to SUNDAY 9th MAY 

 

Now is the time to start planting for Spring 

 

Candlebark Nursery has some great bargains for you. 

 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions which prevented us being open to the public for nearly 9 months, we now 

have a huge healthy tube stock in some Acacia species, Acacia dealbata, Acacia melanoxylon, Acacia 

strictophyla and Acacia ulcifolia and also Carex breviculmis and Juncus pauciflorus  

 BARGAINS at 50c each. 

 
The following beautiful fresh healthy tube stock will be selling at $2 each.  These are lovely gifts for 

the garden loving families and friends. 

 

Goodia lotifolia-Golden Tip, Clover Tree a very 

pretty light growing tree up to 5m, when pruned 

after flowering will promote bushy growth.  A 

very attractive showy display of racemes of 

fragrant yellow pea flowers from September to 

December. Lotifolia will thrive in damp well 

drained conditions. 

 

 

 Goodia lotifolia-Golden Tip 

Viminaria juncia– Native Broom. Golden Spray, another very bright yellow pea flower fast growing 

slender shrub from 2-5m.  Adaptable to poorly drained soil. 

 

Leptospermum lanigerum, the woolly tea tree, 2-6m, dense shrub 

to erect small tree.  Damp conditions, masses of white flowers 

September to January. 

 

Leptospermum scorparium, softer foliage than Leptospernum 

continentale 1-4m, white flowers October to March.  

 

A pretty understory grass, , Poa morrisii, Velvet Tussock Grass, 

Moist well drained soils, 30cm high. 

 

Usual pricing for all other tube stock. 

 

Leptospermum lanigerum—Woolly tea tree 
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Fabulous FABACEAE – Part 2 
 

I thought I’d start part two with another interesting book I 

purchased recently; Wattle Seed, The Kitchen Handbook by Linda 

Hoffmann. This book features 35 recipes using wattle seed which I 

am looking forward to trying when my Acacia’s at home get big 

enough (I only planted them last year) to start producing seed! 

 

Most plants in the Fabaceae family are very easy to grow from 

seed using a method called “scarification” which is the process of 

weakening or, opening or removing the hard coating over the seed 

which almost all species in the pea family have. There are several 

different ways to scarify seed, however at Candlebark, we have 

had excellent results by simply pouring boiling water over the seed 

in a cup and leaving it to soak overnight.  

 

More Fab Facts 

 Acacia seed is relatively high in protein and low in the glycaemic index. 

 The most common commercially grown wattle for seed production is Acacia victoriae which 

is found in all states except Tasmania in arid and semi-arid areas.  

 Dark roasted wattle seed can be used as an alternative to coffee.  

 National Wattle Day is celebrated on the 1st of September every year. 

 Acacia pycnantha grows locally and is Australia’s Floral Emblem.  

 

Aboriginal Uses 

 Ripening green pods of Acacia’s were collected, cooked over fire and the seeds picked out 

and eaten. 

 Dried Acacia seeds were ground to make a flour-like substance which was mixed with water 

and eggs then either dried and eaten or baked into a cake or bread.  

 Acacia gum was collected and rolled into balls and used for the base of spears and axes.  

 The gum of many species is used in a drink to remedy coughs, colds and chest infections. 

Gum could also be applied directly to cuts and abrasions. Some tribes also rolled gum into 

balls and used as the base of spears and axes.  

 

Known Local Koori Uses  

 Acacia dealbata – Seeds and gum were eaten. Axe handles crafted from its wood. Gum was 

also used as an adhesive, waterproof sealant and ointment.  

 Acacia implexa – Weapons made from hardwood and fibre used to make twine.  

 Acacia mearnsii – Wood was used for weapons. It’s gum used for food, drinks and adhesive.  

 Acacia melanoxylon - The fibre was used as fishing line and it’s leaves to poison water to 

catch fish. A. melanoxylon also provided weapons, medicine and edible seed.  

 Acacia pycnantha – Used for food, containers, medicine and glue.  

 Acacia verticillata – Fishing line made from fibre. 

 Hovea heterophylla – young pods were eaten. 

 Indigofera australis – Crushed roots were used to poison fish. Blue dye made from flowers. 

 Kennedia prostrata – Nectar was sucked from flowers and stems used as twine.   
Continued on page 4 

 



Acacia Leaves  

If you have ever bought an Acacia in a tube or spotted 

a seedling in a walk, you might have noticed how they 

appear to have two different sets of leaves. All 

Acacia’s grow bi-pinnate true leaves at germination, 

however only 10% of Acacia retain these and instead 

begin to grow modified leaves known as “phyllodes”. 

Phyllodes are an adaption of the petiole (leaf stalk) 

which flattens into a leaf blade and has the same 

functions of a true leaf.  

 

Update on Acacia obliquinervia  

As mentioned in part 1, we are hoping to start growing 

Acacia obliquinervia at Candlebark. This unfortunately 

has not gone to plan. We have now found this species 

in three different reserves, however we have never 

been able to find any seed despite numerous site visits 

from November – February (Flowering time is Aug-

Nov). We collected cutting material on two occasions, 

but were unable to get any of the cuttings to strike 

roots.  

 

We will keep trying! 

The good news is that we have been successful in 

getting the cuttings to strike of another species which 

is in the Fabaceae family and has also never (that I know of) been grown at Candlebark! So we now have 

10 Dillwynia glaberrima in progress. They won’t be available this year, but hopefully we can get more 

growing for next year.  

~Melissa Allen, Propagation Manager 

 

References 

Knowing, Growing Acacia for food and Conservation by Neville Bonney 

Wattle Seed, The Kitchen Handbook by Linda Hoffmann 

Flora of Melbourne 4the Edition by Marilyn Bull 

Koori History .com http://koorihistory.com/wattle/  

 

Melissa Allen 
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PLANT DIRECTORY 
The updated Yarra Ranges Plant directory is now LIVE 

A big thanks to Marilyn Bull and her helpers 

You can access it from 

 

yarraranges.vic.gov.au/plantdirectory 

http://koorihistory.com/wattle/
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Do you have a green thumb? 

Would you like to make a significant contribution to conservation in Maroondah 

without leaving your home (school, business)? 

 

If so you may be interested in participating in Maroondah’s seed farming program! 

 

What is seed farming? 

Maroondah is looking for people to grow small ‘farms’ of certain indigenous plant species which are 

failing to reproduce in the wild. Participants nurture the plants on private property and collect the seed 

they produce for use in Maroondah’s bushland 

 

Why farm seed? 

 Growing plants with ample moisture and 

nutrients allows them to produce large 

amounts of seed compared to those growing 

in the wild. We likely will collect more seed 

from one of these Patersonia fragilis plants 

(right) than is produced in the entire wild 

population in Maroondah this year 

 Growing them at home lets participants 

watch the seed ripening for collection at the 

optimum time (which is far easier than doing 

this in the wild) 

 Farming will reduce the amount of seed collected for conservation from the wild 

 Farmed seed can be treated prior to placement in ideal locations in bushland, which should lead 

to significant increase in numbers of these rare species 

 By carefully selecting source plants for farms we can ensure good genetic diversity in new 

populations, giving them a fighting chance to evolve with a changing environment 

 

Which species will we farm? 

 Almost any species which forms flowers a couple of years after germinating and which is 

becoming rare in the wild 

 Degree of difficulty from very easy, to very hard - almost anyone can participate 

 

What do participants get out of the program? 

 Acknowledgement on Maroondah’s website (for those who would like it) 

 Knowledge that they helping to save species from local extinction 

 

Who can participate 

 Anyone with a demonstrated enthusiasm for growing indigenous plants (i.e. with 

membership of a local Indigenous nursery or Friends group) 

 Schools 

 Interested businesses 

 

If you are interested in participating, please send a short expression of interest to 

bushland@maroondah.vic.gov.au detailing your involvement with conservation activities and your 

level of skill in growing plants. Participants must (within reason) be able to nurture plants year- round 

and to observe them daily during the seed ripening period. 

Melissa Allen 

mailto:bushland@maroondah.vic.gov.au


Mooroolbark Street Art Project 

 

 

This is the latest addition to 

Mooroolbark.  It is on the side of the 

Salvation Army Op shop (facing the car 

park).  The artist is Carla Gottgens and 

is called Thriving , Vulnerable, 

endangered. 

 

 

 

 

 

There are other art works that are new to Mooroolbark. 

This signal box is opposite the Mooroolbark Station. 

The artist is Jo. Percy. 

She is a local resident and artist.  She paints Australian wildlife.  Jo also 

has a lovely range of Australian cards etc. 

www.josdesktop.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Jenny Knoop 
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CANDLEBARK MEMBERS 

 

We need your help urgently! 

 

After 9 months of Covid-19 restrictions, Candlebark is struggling to catch up with the 

backlog of nursery work. 
 

We, Candlebark Committee, are also volunteers and giving our utmost to fulfill our promise of 

dedication to the environment. 
 

With many restrictions lifted, we have been able to welcome back volunteers. It has been great to 

see familiar faces and we thank those people who have returned already. We understand that 

Covid-19 has raised issues and serious concerns in people’s lives, but we hope that past volunteers 

and hopefully some new volunteers will join us soon.  
 

The tasks are varied. There 

is no heavy lifting and we 

have high backed chairs 

for sitting at the work-

tables for cleaning of 

p l a n t s  i n  t u b e s , 

transplanting, help in 

putting Orders together and 

work in our warm 

polyhouse.  
 

We have new cabinets in 

the kitchen ready for plant 

labels to be in species-

alphabetical order and filed 

into prepared drawers. 
 

We have a number of working areas which means we will continue to maintain the required 

distance between people.  
 

We would greatly appreciate if any of our Members could offer to help between 9am and 

3.30pm on a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. Please contact the Nursery to 

arrange a half-day a week or fortnightly with your designated time and day. This will allow 

Melissa and Keith to program work for the day.  
 

We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

Do join us for a happy couple of hours, and please spread the message among your friends.  

In anticipation, 
 

With warm wishes  

Gretta Fuller 



New Members 

 

The Committee of Management would like to extend a warm welcome to all new 

members since the last newsletter. 

PRINT POST APPROVED 

PP339055/00015 

 

SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Monday to Thursday: 9.00am to 12:00noon 

Sunday  10.00am to 12 noon 

Closed on Wednesday and Public Holidays 

NURSERY LOCATION 

5 Taylor Rd 

Mooroolbark 

Melway reference: 37 J12 

 

CORRESPONDENCE TO 

The Secretary 

Candlebark Community Nursery Inc. 

PO Box 6064 

CROYDON NORTH, VIC. 3136 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The articles contained in this publication are not necessarily endorsed by Candlebark Community Nursery Inc., its staff, mem-

bers or volunteers, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this organisation.  The purpose of this publication is  to share 

information with those interested in the conservation of our local flora and fauna and related environmental issues. 
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Telephone: 03 9727 0594 

Email: info@candlebark.org.au 


