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President’s Report. 

What a year we have had! 

These past months have been for all of us in the community an 

extremely strange distressing time, now there is probability of a 

vaccine for C0VID-19 available in the not too distant future. 

A wonderful team behind our closed gates has kept the nursery 

alive, propagation of plants has been maintained and now with the 

return of our great volunteers, production can begin in earnest 

once more.  

The shorter opening hours in retail gives the team flexibility to 

visit many bushland sites for the collection of seed and cuttings, so 

necessary to allow the propagation of the many species required 

for a wide diversity of indigenous plants available for all our 

customers  

Hopefully if Covid restrictions continue to be lifted Candlebark 

would anticipate holding its AGM within the next couple of months 

when an invitation will be forwarded to you all. 

Many thanks to all those members, who were able to take up the 

offer of Sale boxes and Mystery boxes of plants. 

Candlebark looks forward to a safe, brighter 2021 and having the 

opportunity to welcome back so many friends.  

 

Wishes to you all for a safe, happy holiday season. 

Regards 

Bernie. 

NURSERY OPENING HOURS 
 

Candlebark nursery after a very anxious, difficult stop and 

start year has been these past weeks able to offer  our 

members and the public the opportunity to visit the nursery. 

 

We are very conscious that Covid -19 is hovering over us and 

that all essential restrictions must be adhered to. 

Candlebark has been able to have volunteers returning in 

small numbers, keeping the work spacing and strict hygiene 

procedure in place. 

 

Candlebark’s opening hours to you all are limited to the 

four mornings each week, 9am to 12 noon; however 

there are important tasks being carried out. 

 

The Summer months are specially busy with seed collecting 

and preparing the propagation needed for 2021. 

Candlebark will keep you posted if changes are made to 

opening hours in 2021  

Many thanks for all your support 
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Water Roster 

 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

 
Candlebark is hoping That there will be members who can give a hand during summer with watering at the 

nursery. 

 

Do let me explain why we need extra hands. 

 

We have an automated sprinkler system which can be programmed as required.  The days we are open it can 

be used manually or hand watering by our volunteers, a very efficient, effective task. 

 

The nursery is closed Friday, Saturday and unfortunately Sunday. 

 

The sprinklers are programmed for these three days and any public holidays however it is advisable we 

check for any malfunctioning of the system or weather conditions, e.g. winds which make the sprays useless 

and extreme heat. 

 

I have three roster sheets here at home for December, January and February and the plan is that anyone 

who can occasionally give approximately 1 hour on any of the three days (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) 

during these months.  Please email me at margrettafuller1@gmail.com or ph. 97250594.  I can then match 

you with a key holder person.  There will always be 2 people together for safety. 

 

Please contact me if you have any enquiries. 

 

Regards 

Gretta 

 

BREAK IN 

 
On a Monday morning in late June, Melissa was shocked to find the office and kitchen doors open. 

Candlebark had suffered a break in. The police were called and the break in reported. 

 

The power box was damaged and the power switched off.  We have a power system that is connected to the 

power supply.  The kitchen and office doors jemmied to allow entry and the locked filing cabinet where keys, 

petty cash and float monies were kept was damaged and monies stolen.  The mobile phone was stolen too. 

 

We now have a policy that no cash is kept onsite and eft transactions are preferred where possible. 

 

The police arrived and inspected the situation followed up by an official police report.  

Padlocks and bolts were purchased for lockup and the power box repaired. 

 

Candlebark was very fortunate not to have suffered malicious damage as a result of this break in for which 

we are very grateful. 

 

Thank you Warwick 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

NURSERY CLOSURE 

 

Candlebark Nursery will be closed from 4pm on the 24th December, re-opening 

on Monday 4th January 2021 
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The Blue Banded Bee 

 

Except for the blue banded bee (which is almost as large as the European honey bee) our 

local native bees are smaller and are often not recognized as bees.  They do not make large 

colonies and do not store honey and pollen as the honey bee does. 

 

They are known as solitary bees.  

 

They of course require food and a nesting habitat. 

Though they can gather honey and pollen from 

exotic flowers they will preferentially visit native 

flowers. 

 

Most of the ninety species that live in our area 

burrow into the ground to create a nesting site. 

Other species use the dry hollow stems of rushes, 

sedges, tree ferns and other plants. 

 

If you have a well raked tidy, manicured garden, 

there won’t be many native bees in it. 

They require patches of undisturbed 

soil, litter of all plant types and old logs 

that have holes that other insects have 

left. 

 

Now something about the blue banded 

bees and tomatoes. 

 

Tomatoes of course have to be 

pollinated by insects to produce fruit 

and this is carried out by what are 

called buzz pollinating bees such as the 

blue banded bee.  The bee vibrates the 

flower releasing a cloud of pollen which 

is caught in its branched hairs. 

 

The European honey bees cannot get 

access to tomato pollen as it is hidden 

from them. 

Plant as many species of indigenous plants as you are able as a few species of bees rely on a 

limited number of indigenous flowering plants, plants from which to gather nectar and 

pollen. 

 

Bernie Heinze 
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Fabulous FABACEAE—Part 1 

 

Recently I purchased a book called Knowing, Growing 

Acacia for Food and Conservation by Neville Bonney. I 

have only read the first couple of pages so far, but I have 

already learnt so much about Acacia’s and my favourite 

plant family: FABACEA-The Pea/Legume Family, so I 

thought I would share some of the wonderful world of 

Fabaceae with you all. 
 

For those wondering what Acacia’s have to do with the 

pea family, it might come as a surprise to learn that the 

genus Acacia is in fact a member of the pea family.  At a 

glance they are very different looking, but at a genetic 

level, particularly looking at their reproduction, they are 

clearly peas which is why they were separated from the Mimosaceae family a few 

years ago. 
 

The name ‘Fabaceae’ comes from the term “faba” which is Latin and appears to 

simply mean “bean” and “aceae” which is a standardised suffix used to indicate a 

family of plants in the recognised codes of classification. 
 

Stats 

Globally: 

 The family Fabaceae is the third largest land plant family in number of species, 

behind only the Orchidaceae and Asteraceae, with 751 genera and about 19,000 

known species. 

Australia: 

 There are over 1,200 different pea species in Australia (not including Acacia). 

 Acacia is Australia’s largest genus of flowering plants with over 1,000 species.  

 In Australia, Acacia forest is the second most common forest type after eucalypt 

forest, covering 980,000 square kilometres (378,380 sqmi) or 8% of total forest 

area.  

Local: 

 There are 15 different genera of Fabaceae in the local area. Candlebark grow 29 

different species of these (not including Acacia). 

 There are 28 species of Acacia in the Melbourne area. Candlebark Nursery 

grows 19 of these species. 
 

Fab Facts 

 Fabaceae range in size from giant trees small annual herbs, with the majority 

being herbaceous. 

 Fabaceae are found everywhere except Antarctica and the high Arctic and are 

present in all terrestrial habitats, including alpine settings, rainforests, 

woodlands, grasslands, coastal dunes and deserts. 

 Pea family plants have a long history with human civilization, appearing early 

in Asia, the Americas and Europe by 6,000 BCE where they became a staple 

and an essential source of protein. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_plant
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 Acacia is mentioned in an ancient Egyptian proverb referred to by Amenhotep II, 

"If you lack a gold battle-axe inlaid with bronze, a heavy club of acacia wood will 

do?" 

 Acacia is mentioned several times in the Bible and The Ark of the Covenant was 

constructed of Acacia Wood (Exodus 25:10) as was the poles, Table, the boards of 

the tabernacle, pillars, the altar, and bars. 

 Acacia gum is used as an emulsifier in food, a binder for watercolour painting, an 

additive to ceramic glazes, a binding in gum bichromate photography, a protective 

layer in the lithographic processes and as a binder to bind together fireworks just 

to name a few! 

 There is an ongoing debate amongst botanists worldwide about the correct 

naming of plants in the Acacia genus. It is believed by many that all but 3 

Australian Acacia’s are not true Acacias and should be renamed to Racosperma. 

 Many species have leaves with structures that attract ants which protect the 

plant from herbivore insects. 

 Many Fabaceae host bacteria in their roots within structures called root nodules. 

These bacteria, have the ability to take nitrogen gas out of the air and convert it 

to a form of nitrogen that is usable to the host plant. This is called nitrogen 

fixation.  

 Their ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen reduces fertilizer costs for farmers and 

gardeners and can be used in a crop rotation to replenish soil that has been 

depleted of nitrogen.  

 

Acacia obliquinervia – Mountain Hickory Wattle 

Acacia obliquinervia is a dense large shrub to small tree growing to 3-9 m x 3-6 m, 

preferring well drained moist soils but tolerating some dryness once established.  It is 

frost tolerant, excellent for erosion control and grows well in the lower canopy. In the 

Melbourne area, it is restricted to only Monbulk and Cottles Bridge.  

This is a species that I can find no record of us growing at Candlebark Nursery before 

and the Shire of Yarra Ranges has placed an order for it for next year. I have located a 

good population in Monbulk and hope to collect seed and take cuttings from it over the 

next two months, so fingers crossed they will grow well and we will have excess of this 

species available in the nursery from Autumn 2021!  

 

Watch this space! 

Well, I have run out of time and space! So please watch this space for Fabulous 

Fabaceae Part 2 in the next edition of this newsletter including info on Aboriginal uses, 

some more great facts and an update on the progress of Acacia obliquinervia! 

 
Melissa Allen 
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A COOL SPOT FOR WILDLIFE 

Water in your garden, whether a large pond or small bog, is an important refuge for 

wildlife, particularly birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish and insects. 

 

You may simply want to plant up a boggy area of your garden to improve the habitat 

condition for local frogs.  Otherwise you might embark on a big project to build a 

feature pond for your garden, including native fish to control mosquito larvae.  Either 

way, having wetland habitat in your garden has long-term benefits, so don't forget to 

include a spot where you can enjoy watching the birds bathe and the bees drink and 

hearing the frogs croak. 

 

Many local plant species, which are available at Candlebark right now, are perfect for 

creating habitat for wildlife within a pond or bog: 

 

 hardy sedges (Carex) and rushes (Juncus) species can be planted on the 

margins if ponds, or in boggy areas, creating ideal protection for frogs and 

their eggs. 

 submerged plants like Ordnuffia and Marsilea provide shade and protection 

for fish in a pond. 

 trees or shrubs planted nearby provide shade and help avoid algal blooms. 

 low prickly shrubs in particular, like Acacia ulicifolia, providing small birds 

with protection from predators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A pond oasis in the small garden of one of our volunteers, with local wetland species from 

Candlebark, including Juncus, Ordnuffia, Myriophylum and Gratiola. 

 
Emily Newling 

 

 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

NURSERY CLOSURE 

 

Candlebark Nursery will be closed from 4pm on the 24th 

December, re-opening on Monday 4th January 2021 



Page 7 A Growing Concern 

Working Bee  

 

Once again—Many hands make light work. 

Thank you to Candlebark members who joined our working bee on Sunday 8th 

November to help us get the nursery spruced up a bit for our reopening!  Many hands 

make light work, and although it was quite warm, together we achieved a great 

outcome for the nursery, allowing us to open to the public on Monday 9th November. 

 

We hope to hold future working bees in the future - if you are interested in joining 

again or for the first time, please watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Volunteers hard at work. It’s hard to tell, but there were smiles underneath those masks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candlebark, looking good for our re-opening to the public after COVID-19 restrictions were lifted 

 

Mystery Plants 
 

Unidentified plants in local 

reserve 

 
Any suggestion on their 

identity? 
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Bushland Reserves 

 
With the COVID –19 travel restrictions limited to 5kms we were no longer able to travel to regional 

areas and walk through the state forests and National parks. 

 

However we rediscovered a couple of small local bushland reserves in our area and was able to visit 

them as part of our daily exercise.  The regular rainfall in the area had refreshed the reserve.  

 

Over our many visit we enjoyed watching and photographing the various indigenous plants coming 

alive with new growth and then flowering.   

 

The plants included some orchids that had not been seen in the reserve for several years and large 

areas of Common Bird  and Greenhood Orchids.  In addition a range of pea flower plants including 

Dillywinia, Pultenaea, Platylobium and Daviesia. 

 

The reserves exploded into colour with Chocolate Lily, Milkmaids, Dianella and Stylidium. 

 

It was also pleasing to see new Stringybarks growing , hopefully they will replace the many dead Eucs 

in the area in the future. 

 

Many of these plants are available at Candlebark grown from seed from these reserves. 

 
Gwen and Ken Whitney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photos by Ken Whitney 



New Members 

 

The Committee of Management would like to extend a warm welcome to all new 

members since the last newsletter. 
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DISCLAIMER 

The articles contained in this publication are not necessarily endorsed by Candlebark Community Nursery Inc., its staff, mem-

bers or volunteers, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of this organisation.  The purpose of this publication is  to share 

information with those interested in the conservation of our local flora and fauna and related environmental issues. 
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